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Three different factions of the ruling Republican National Association (Asociacion Nacional
Republicana, ANR commonly known as the Colorado party) will each run candidates in the May
9 general elections. Following a two-month deadlock in the process of selecting an ANR nominee
for president, on Feb. 28 a special party congress elected a new electoral tribunal charged with
counting the votes from the Dec. 27 party primary (see NotiSur 02/23/93). Although the votecounting process was blocked twice, on March 4 the tribunal declared Juan Carlos Wasmosy the
victor. Not surprisingly, however, the faction supporting Luis Maria Argana rejected Wasmosy's
victory as fraudulent. Argana's supporters said that, rather than back Wasmosy, they will campaign
in favor of Leandro Prieto Yegros, an important ANR leader during the dictatorship of Gen.
Alfredo Stroessner (1954- 1989). Prieto Yegros plans to run in the May elections at the head of an
independent political party movement. The Colorado Party faction headed by Gustavo Diaz de
Vivar also refuses to support Wasmosy. Diaz de Vivar has called on the party to renew negotiations
to select a "consensus" candidate. Wasmosy adamantly rejected the calls for his withdrawal from the
race. "The only thing that could stop my candidacy is death," he said. The opposition parties as well
have been unable to form an electoral alliance, despite clear indications that a united opposition
movement would have much better chances of removing the ANR from power. The Encuentro
Nacional de Paraguay coalition and the Authentic Radical Liberal Party (Partido Liberal Radical
Autentico, PLRA) did agree on the basic structures of an alliance against the ANR, but each party
insisted that its own candidate run as presidential nominee. The Encuentro candidate, Guillermo
Caballero, suggested a public opinion poll to measure his popularity against that of PLRA candidate
Sen. Domingo Laino, the results of which would determine which candidate should receive the
alliance nomination. Laino rejected that proposal, however, arguing that his nomination is nonnegotiable. PLRA is considered the second largest electoral force after the ANR. Encuentro is the
third largest, incorporating the Febrerista Revolutionary Party (Partido Revolucionario Febrerista,
PRF), the Christian Democrat Party (Partido Democrata Cristiano, PDC), and various smaller
parties. The bitter dispute among segments of the ruling party and the subsequent factionalization
foreshadows a tight electoral race. Moreover, the potential difficulties facing Wasmosy who is
backed by President Andres Rodriguez raise concern that the military may ultimately decide to
interrupt the electoral process. Rodriguez emphatically insists that on Aug. 15 he will hand over
power to the election victor. Nonetheless, many doubt whether the ANR which has held power for
the last 46 years will submit to a free and fair electoral contest in which its prospects of emerging
victorious are narrowing as election day grows closer. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 03/03/93;
Spanish news service EFE, 03/03/93, 03/07/93, 03/08/93, 03/10/93, 03/11/93)
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